From the ABA Constitution and By-Laws……..

Article 15... District, State, and Provincial Meets

Section 1

There shall be a District Meet each Year in each district with the possible exception of the district hosting the National meet. The date shall not conflict with the National Meet.

Section 2

A State or Provincial Meet shall be held in each state or province each year providing it does not conflict with the National Meet and that there are 10 or more members in the state or province.

Section 3

The District Director shall make all arrangements for the District Meet and the State or Provincial  Representative for State or Provincial Meets with the aid of the Secretary-Treasurer.

 Section 4

At District Meets, all judges who judge bantams must be ABA members with at least one half of them  licensed ABA judges. At State and Special Meets, all judges who judge bantams must be ABA members and at least one third must be licensed ABA judges, with a minimum of one.

Section 5

Special Meets shall be placed with no limitation as to location or date.

Amendment American Bantam Association By-Laws

Article 16 - Judging and Exhibiting by Judges.  (Effective January 1, 2002)

Section 1 -   Licensed judges shall not be allowed to both judge and show at any ABA meet (National, Semi-Annual, District, State, Provincial or Special).  It is implied that holders of ABA judges’ licenses shall be held to the conduct required by the ABA at all times.  However, a licensed judge may exhibit in an open show and may judge a simultaneous junior show if it is separate from the open show.

Section 2 - Emergency situations exist, but are not limited to those times when: (a) a judge listed in the show catalogue cancels after the entry deadline for the show has passed, in which case the substitute judge shall withdraw his/her birds from exhibition; (b) the number of entries indicates an additional judge should be added, in which case the substitute judge shall withdraw his/her birds from exhibition; or (c) a judge cannot complete his/her assignment during a show, in which case the substitute judge's unjudged birds shall be withdrawn from competition, and he/she shall not participate in choosing the show champions if some of his/her birds have already been judged.

Section 3 - Alleged violations of these provisions are valid grounds for filing a grievance, which may be filed by an ABA member who was an exhibitor at the show in question. Grievances must be filed with the ABA Secretary-Treasurer and postmarked within 14 days of the alleged violation. The Secretary-Treasurer shall then follow the procedures set forth in Article 11. If anonymity is desired, the grievance may be filed directly with the Chair of the Grievance Committee, in accordance with requirements set forth in this section.

Section 4 - The Grievance Committee shall investigate and act in a timely manner, and as set forth in Article 11. If a grievance is upheld, the Committee shall recommend to the Board of Directors appropriate penalties for the show and/or judge(s) in violation. The Board of Directors shall have the final authority to levy penalties. It is the ABA’s intention to hold accountable only those who create the situation, and not the larger community of exhibitors.

Section 5 - Penalties may range from a written reprimand of the offending show and/or judge(s) to suspension of a show’s ABA sanctioning for up to 5 years, or suspension of a judge’s license for up to 5 years.

Section 6 - Penalties imposed by the Board of Directors shall be publicized by the Secretary-Treasurer in the ABA’s Quarterly and in the Secretary-Treasurer’s column in the various poultry newspapers in the United States and Canada.

From the Secretary:

All clubs holding a current membership are automatically awarded a Special Meet for their shows as per Aricle 15, Section 5 listed above.  Below is the information regarding a Special Meet that the ABA would like included in the premium book.

Also following are the ABA Rules and Guidelines for all Sanctioned meets

AMERICAN BANTAM ASSOCIATION

PO Box 127, Augusta, NJ  07822

Phone: 973-383-6944 Fax 973-383-8633

Email: aba@bantamclub.com
SPECIAL MEET

Plaques to Champion and Reserve Champion Bantam


Pins for Champion and Reserve for all seven bantam divisions


providing there are 25 birds competing .


Pins for all starred wins in the show.

Only ABA members are eligible to compete for the above awards.

Dues are $15.00 per year $40.00 for three years.

New members receive a copy of the quarterly and the latest available copy of the Annual  American Bantam Association Year Book which lists 900 advertisers and includes a complete breed and variety index.  Winners of ABA awards are listed in the year book under Who's Who in Bantams.

Starred wins are earned in classes of 100 or more in the following:

· Champions and Reserve Champions in the seven bantam divisions.

· Best and Reserve of Breed and Variety. 

· Best Display when 7 or more bantam displays are shown

· Best and Reserve Display when 10 or more bantam displays are shown.

· Best and Reserve Trio when 30 or more trios are shown by 4 or more exhibitors.

  A single bird is eligible for only one award and can earn only one starred win.

*****Awards are subject to change.


OFFICIAL ABA SHOW RULES

Any poultry association, club, or society that is an associate member of  the American Bantam Association may host a show and offer the special prizes furnished by the association if it holds its show in accordance with the Rules of the American Bantam Association subject to the following provisions:

I. JUDGING REQUIREMENTS:

All ABA meets must follow rules as outlined in Article 16 of ABA Constitution and By-Laws.

A. State, Provincial and Special meets:

All judges who judge bantams must be ABA members, and at east one third must be licensed ABA judges with a minimum of one.

B. District Meets
All judges who judge bantams must be ABA members with at least half of them licensed ABA judges.

C. Semi-Annual and Annual Meets:

All judges who judge bantam chicken classes shall have a Bantam Chicken Specialty license or a General license.  All Judges who judge the bantam Champions shall have a current ABA General license.  All judges must be ABA members in good standing.  No Judge shall exhibit and judge birds in      the same bantam classification.

II. EXHIBIT REQUIREMENTS:

A. Only breeds and varieties admitted to the ABA Bantam Standard may compete for Association special prizes and awards.

B. Only members of the ABA in good standing are eligible to receive the special prizes and awards of  the association.

III. SHOW ROOM RECOMMENDATIONS
A. Sanitation;
      1. Show coops and cups must be made of such material that they can be kept sanitary.

      2. Litter shall be of adequate quality and quantity.

      3. Ventilation shall be appropriate for the season and free of  drafts.

      4.  Participation in a swap section associated with a show should be limited to exhibitors at the show.

      5.  Swap participants should be limited to a certain number of birds per cage/coop to insure overcrowding is not a problem.

      6.  An officer of the show or designee should inspect the swap/sale section to insure that obviously disease birds or animals are removed immediately.

B. Water and feed: Exhibitor's and show management must insure adequate care, feed and water are provided all birds on the premises. Show                          Management is encouraged to additionaly have all water cups filled before the showhall is open.

C. Caging: Shall be adequate size for the type, size, and sex of the bird being shown.

D. Display areas: Shall be adequately illuminated for viewing or judging.

IV. SUGGESTION TO SHOW MANAGEMENT:
A. The show management shall guard against contagious poultry diseases and shall immediately remove any bird showing symptoms of disease.

B. Aisleways shall be of adequate width for comfortable viewing and judging. Cages shall be no higher than double decked.

C. During judging the Aisleways should be blocked from spectator movement.

D. The show secretary shall complete the ABA show report form and forward it to the ABA within 90 days after the show.

E. Management shall determine the currency of membership and licensing of the judges.  If in doubt they shall check with the ABA secretary.

F.  Special awards, as offered by the ABA. shall be listed in the premium book.

G. The ABA Bantam Standard  shall be used in judging bantams
V. SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS FOR ABA MEMBERS ONLY:
A. Master Exhibitor Program:  When a member, over any period of years, accumulates twenty starred wins (defined as best or reserve in a class of 100 or more birds), he or she becomes an ABA Master Exhibitor.

B. Master Breeder Program:  When a member, over any period of years (but not  less than 5), accumulates 20 starred wins in one variety, he or she becomes a an ABA Master Breeder.

C. Citation of Merit Program:  When a member, over any period of years, accumulates 5 starred wins in one variety, he or she is awarded a Citation of Merit.

VI STATE AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS

Some State and Federal laws regulate the possession and propagation of two breeds of bantam ducks.  The ABA recommends that both individual members and the management of shows hosting ABA meets ensure that they comply with any federal or state regulations which apply to any type of bantam duck.

VII. PROTEST OF AWARDS:
Protests may be entertained in case of apparent dishonesty on the part of a judge, or apparent carelessness that has resulted in the placing of a disqualified specimen. The protest must be in writing and presented to the local show chairman as soon as possible and before the awards are handed out, accompanied by a twenty five dollar deposit. The local show committee, consisting of three persons from the local association including the show chairman, working closely with the ABA judge or judges at the show, shall make a decision  which shall be final.  If the protest is sustained, the deposit shall be returned to the protester, otherwise, it becomes the property of the local association.

VIII NON RECOGNIZED BREEDS OR VARIETIES:

Breeds or Varieties not recognized by the ABA.  Non recognized varieties may place no higher than BV or  RV.  Non recognized breeds may place no higher than BB or RB.

IX POSTING OF SHOW RULES:

This copy of show rules must be posted in show hall.

